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Session 11, Media Imperialism and the Revival of Studies of Cultural Imperialism, 
Reading Questions: 
 
 Boyd-Barrett, Oliver. (2015). Media Imperialism. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. [Ch.1: 

Redefining the Field] 
 

a) Note the three forms of relationship between media and imperialism, and think about 
how this structure can apply to other forms of cultural imperialism, such as academic 
imperialism. How does this approach relate to the functional and structural approaches 
we learned about in the early weeks of this course? See also his discussion of “media for 
imperialism” and “media as imperialists”. 

b) Note the outline of the four theories that connected media and imperialism. 
c) In the theoretical outline, do you see much time spent on questions of media effects and 

agenda setting, or is more dedicated to questions of production, ownership and control? 
d) What do both “mass communication” (old media) and new media share in common? 
e) Where is the author’s primary emphasis, on content (messages, audiences) or on 

ownership (technology, political economy)? 
f) What is the author’s position on technological determinism? 
g) Does the author see the study of media imperialism as potentially open-ended? 
h) Why does the author prefer to persist in using the term “imperialism”? 
i) How does the author justify his focus on the USA? 
j) What are the author’s arguments for sustaining/revitalizing the study of media 

imperialism? 
 
 Rothkopf, David. (1997). “In Praise of Cultural Imperialism?” Foreign Policy, 107 (Summer), 

38–53. 
 

a) How does the author link his understanding of “globalization” with US cultural 
imperialism? 

b) In which way does the author filter the anthropological concept of culture? 
c) What is the author’s stance on cultural differences? 
d) To what extent is his vision of globalization premised on cultural reengineering? 
e) How does the author reconcile globalization with US cultural imperialism? 
f) Which people are the prime examples of the author’s vision of how globalization is lived? 
g) Note the role of “standardization” in producing globalized communications. 
h) The author asserts that it is “in the interests of the United States” to promote 

globalization. Does he demonstrate that, or is it just an assertion? 
i) What evidence is there in the article that the author believes that infrastructure generates 

culture? 
j) Does the author believe that the US represents a universal culture? What contradictions 

does such a position entail? 
k) The author denounces the “self-interested political rhetoric” of others. What is his own 

rhetoric, by his own admission? 
l) How is the author’s vision of the future fragile, and dependent on support at home? See if 
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you can spot his very prescient statement as it applies to the US post-2016. 
 
 Nye, Joseph S., Jr. (2004). “Soft Power and American Foreign Policy”. Political Science 

Quarterly, 119(2), 255–270. 
 

a) Which concerns appear to motivate the author’s call for enhanced “soft power”? 
b) What is “soft power” and how does it relate to cultural imperialism? 
c) What other terms does the author use to refer to soft power? 
d) Has there been a change in the US in terms of acceptance or rejection of the “imperialist” 

label when characterizing US dominance? Is the author prepared to speak of the US as an 
imperialist power? Why or why not? 

e) Note: the new imperialism; Jeffersonians; Wilsonians; neoconservative Wilsonians 


