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Session 6, US Anthropology and “Culture Change,” Part 1, Reading Questions: 
 
 Redfield, Robert; Linton, Ralph; & Herskovits, Melville J. (1936). “Memorandum for the 

Study of Acculturation”. American Anthropologist, 38(1), 149–152. 
 

a) Do the authors tell us why the Social Science Research Council (SSRC) appointed a 
committee to study acculturation? 

b) What is the authors’ stated purpose in writing this memorandum? 
c) How do they define acculturation, and how do they distinguish it from related concepts? 
d) What evidence, if any, is there in this memorandum that the authors are aware of the 

presence of imperialism (even though they do not use the word)? 
e) How might the outline provided by the authors be useful for studying cultural 

imperialism? 
f) Note the description of “reaction,” because this is relevant to understanding the readings 

assigned for the next session. 
 
 Herskovits, Melville J. (1937). “The Significance of the Study of Acculturation for 

Anthropology”. American Anthropologist, 39(2), 259–264. 
 

a) What evidence, if any, is there that Herskovits’ choice of words diminishes the imperial 
political and economic contexts of what he describes? 

b) Note the definition of acculturation. How does this differ from assimilation? How might 
this be important to challenging theories of cultural imperialism? 

c) In his “historical background of anthropological theory,” what kinds of factors does 
Herskovits leave out? 

d) What evidence, however little, does the article contain about the impact of interests 
external to academic anthropology in shaping its subject matter? 

e) Where do you see an interest in psychologizing the impacts of cultural change? 
f) Herskovits emphasizes the value of historical research—but it is history of what exactly? 
g) Does Herskovits explains why “cultures” would be in a state of “shock” from being 

exposed to something different? 
h) How is the study of acculturation an important advance over what preceded it? (Hint: 

“purist method”.) 
i) What is the apparent purpose of Herskovits writing this article? 


