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Session 2, The First Debates about Cultural Imperialism, Reading Questions: 
 Latourette, Kenneth Scott. (1930). “Christianity in China”. The Annals of the American 

Academy of Political and Social Science, 152, November, 63–71. 
 

a) Would there have been such an increase in missionary work in China without 
imperialism? 

b) How does missionary work impact on sovereignty? 
c) How does missionary work resemble, reflect, or reinforce propaganda at the state-level? 
d) How can “humanitarian aid” work as propaganda, or as cultural imperialism? 
e) How does missionary work represent political and economic imperialism? 
f) How can the presence of missionaries in another country provide an excuse for 

intervention by the missionaries’ home state? 
g) Do cases where conversion fails, or conversion is rejected, mean that there is no cultural 

imperialism? 
h) Is it fair to compare Buddhism and Christianity in China, in terms of their differing 

successes? 
 
 Harris, Paul W. (1991). “Cultural Imperialism and American Protestant Missionaries: 

Collaboration and Dependency in Mid-Nineteenth-Century China”. Pacific Historical 
Review, 60(3), 309–338. 

 
a) How do you assess the suggestions and assumptions made in the very first paragraph of 

this article? 
b) What is the author’s position on the “cultural imperialism” thesis and does he make a 

convincing case? 
c) How does “imperial culture” differ from “cultural imperialism,” and why is it a better 

formulation according to the author? 
d) What is the difference between a “structural” and a “functional” approach to cultural 

imperialism, and which one is better in the author’s view, and why? 
e) What assumption about the nature of imperialism is present in the author’s theoretical 

argument? 
f) How and why did Protestant missionaries cooperate with private merchants? Which aims 

did they share in common? How are missionaries, free trade, and opium connected? Of 
what value were the missionaries? 

g) How might you interpret the significance of a sentence such as this: “Only so much 
literature could be produced by the participating missionaries, and of that they had little 
control over how it would be received by the Chinese” 

h) What is the difference between “diffuse” and “intensive” Westernization? 
i) What is a “comprador,” and why does this figure matter in explanations of cultural 

imperialism? 
j) Does the failure to advance Western imperial interests (examples provided by the author), 

mean that cultural imperialism failed? Does it mean there was no cultural imperialism? 
k) How could mission work produce results opposite to was intended? 
l) How can “Christianizing” strategies be more imperialist than “civilizing” ones? 
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 Sebring, Ellen. (2015). “Civilization & Barbarism: Cartoon Commentary & ‘The White 

Man’s Burden’ (1898–1902)”. The Asia-Pacific Journal, 13(2), 1–30. 
 

a) Where might you find points of correspondence between ideologies (not theories) of 
cultural imperialism, and the kind of ethos outlined in this article? 

b) How do some of the cartoons in themselves represent acts of cultural imperialism? 
c) Also, tying in with the previous articles, look out for mentions of China, schooling, 

missionaries, and the Boxer Rebellion. 
 
 Kipling, Rudyard. (1899). “The White Man’s Burden”. McClure’s Magazine, 12(4), February, 

290–291. 
 

a) How does Kipling portray the “white man” in this poem, that is, what are his essential 
qualities and the nature of his work? 

b) How does Kipling portray those who are “helped” by the white man? 
c) How does the poem seem to preemptively defend against the charge of imperialism? 
d) Does this poem itself represent a form of cultural imperialism? 


